CLAIMS 



1 . A tool for maintaining passwords, comprising: 

storage for a plurality of current passwords for a plurality of respective applications; 

means for displaying a reminder to change one or more of said passwords; and 

a script for simulating keystroke entries, or running an executable program, to automatically 
perform a password change in said respective applications for said current passwords of said 
reminder. 

2. A tool according to Claim 1, wherein the applications are selected from the group 
including workstation applications, legacy host applications, server applications, and 
networked applications. 

3- A tool according to Claim 1, wherein the means for displaying includes: 
means for displaying a list of passwords; and 

means for displaying a graphical user interface for invoking the script to change the 
passwords. 

4. A tool according to Claim 3, wherein the graphical user interface includes a series of 
activatable display elements, each display element being shown adjacent one of the passwords 
to invoke script for changing said one password. 

5. A tool according to Claim 1, wherein at least some of the applications include a password 
change form and require a series of actions to get to the password change form, and the script 
includes means to perform said series of actions to get to the password change form. 

6. A tool according to Claim 1, wherein the passwords are encrypted in said storage. 
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7. A method for managing passwords to computer applications, comprising the steps: 

accumulating a set of passwords in a password management facility, each of said passwords 
being associated with a computer application having a password change procedure; and 

providing the password management facility with a set of scripts to operate the password 
change procedures of the associated applications; and 

invoking the scripts to change the passwords. 

8. A method according to Claim 7, wherein the step of invoking the scripts includes the 
steps of: 

accessing the password management facility; 

said password management facility displaying a list of passwords and a graphical user 
interface for invoking the scripts; and 

using said graphical user interface to activate the scripts to change the passwords. 

9. A method according to Claim 7, wherein: 

the displaying step includes the step of displaying a plurality of activatable display elements, 
each of said elements being displayed adjacent one of the passwords on the list; and 

the using step includes the step of activating one of the display elements, said one of the 
display elements being adjacent one of the passwords, to change the password for the 
application associated with said one of the passwords. 

10. A method according to Claim 7, wherein each of the scripts simulates a set of keystroke 
entries or an executable program to change the password for one of the applications. 
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1 1. A method according to Claim 7, wherein the applications are selected from the group 
including workstation applications, legacy host applications, server applications, and 
networked applications. 

12. A method according to Claim 7, wherein the step of accumulating the passwords includes 
the step of storing the passwords in an encrypted form in the password management facility. 

13. A program storage device readable by machine, tangibly embodying a program of 
instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps for managing passwords to 
computer applications, said method steps comprising: 

accumulating a set of passwords in a password management facility, each of said passwords 
being associated with a computer application having a password change procedure; and 

providing the password management facility with a set of scripts to operate the password 
change procedures of the associated applications: and 

invoking the scripts to change the passwords. 

14. A program storage device according to Claim 13, wherein the step of invoking the scripts 
includes the steps of: 

accessing the password management facility; 

said password management facility displaying a list of passwords and a graphical user 
interface for invoking the scripts; and 

using said graphical user interface to activate the scripts to change the passwords. 

15. A program storage device according to Claim 13, wherein: 
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the displaying step includes the step of displaying a plurality of activatable display elements, 
each of said elements being displayed adjacent one of the passwords on the list; and 

the using step includes the step of activating one of the display elements, said one of the 
display elements being adjacent one of the passwords, to change the password for the 
explication associated with said one of the passwords. 

16. A program storage device according to Claim 13, wherein each of the scripts simulates a 
set of keystroke entries or runs an executable program to change the password for one of the 
applications. 

17. A program storage device according to Claim 13, wherein the applications are selected 
from the group including workstation applications, legacy host applications, server 
applications, and networked applications. 

18. A program storage device according to Claim 13, wherein the step of accumulating the 
passwords includes the step of storing the passwords in an encrypted form in the password 
management facility. 
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